
The proposed modification to Title 22 of the Los Angeles County Code (Zoning Ordinance) amends 
the West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria Community Standards District (CSD) to establish development 
standards and requirements for the approval of commercial horse stables within the CSD.

SUBJECT

November 26, 2013

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

HEARING ON AMENDMENT TO COUNTY CODE (TITLE 22- PLANNING AND ZONING) TO SET 
STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMMERCIAL HORSE 

STABLES IN THE WEST RANCHO DOMINGUEZ-VICTORIA COMMUNITY STANDARDS 
DISTRICT (SECOND SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT) (3-VOTES)

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

On July 17, 2012, your Board adopted an interim ordinance to temporarily prevent the establishment 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING,

1.     Close the public hearing and consider the attached Negative Declaration, together with any 
comments received during the public review process, find on the basis of the whole record before the 
Board that there is no substantial evidence the project will have a significant effect on the 
environment, find that the Negative Declaration reflects the independent judgment and analysis of 
the Board, and adopt the Negative Declaration. 
2.     Approve the recommendation of the Regional Planning Commission to amend Title 22 of the 
Los Angeles County Code relating to development standards and requirements for commercial 
horse stables within the West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria CSD as reflected in the draft ordinance.
3.     Instruct County Counsel to prepare the ordinance as recommended by the Regional Planning 
Commission.



of commercial horse stables in any zone within the West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria CSD until 
appropriate standards for these facilities could be fully analyzed and recommended for possible 
adoption by your Board. This measure was taken in response to a fire that occurred at an 
unpermitted commercial horse stable boarding approximately 130 horses on 1.5 acres on the 13000 
block of Athens Way in the unincorporated community of West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria. This 
particular facility had been cited for numerous code violations and was the subject of investigations 
by several County agencies including the Departments of Regional Planning (Department), Building 
and Safety, Public Health, and Animal Care and Control. After the fire, the facility was red-tagged 
and subsequently demolished, and the lack of alternate facilities in the area created a hardship for 
many horse owners. However, an immediate review of the pending enforcement cases and 
applicable requirements for commercial horse stables highlighted the need for regulation that would 
help prevent similar substandard conditions from reoccurring at the site.

On July 10, 2012, your Board directed the Chief Executive Office (CEO) to convene the Athens Way 
Horse Stables Task Force (Task Force). The Department participated in the Task Force, which also 
included the Departments of Animal Care and Control, Public Health, Public Works, Treasure and 
Tax Collector, District Attorney, County Counsel, and Fire. The Task Force was instructed to report 
back to your Board within 90 days with policy recommendations and a Corrective Action Plan for the 
Athens Horse Stables property, which includes specific strategies to remedy the land use, 
environmental health, and safety issues that pertain to the site. A Department-led Standards sub-
committee was tasked with formulating policy recommendations for potential changes to the County 
Code for the approval and development of commercial horse stables within the CSD. On November 
30, 2012, the CEO provided your Board with the final report on the Task Force’s recommendations, 
which identified potential code changes specific to commercial horse stables and equestrian facilities 
by County Code section and County department (attached). On January 15, 2013, your Board 
recommended approval of the policy recommendations provided by the Task Force and directed 
County Counsel, in consultation with the respective County departments, to draft a proposed 
ordinance for your consideration that would amend the County Code. The proposed ordinance 
before you incorporates those recommendations specific to the Zoning Ordinance outlined in the 
final report. 

Title 22 does not contain a definition for commercial horse stables, and commercial horse stables are 
not listed in Title 22 as a land use. Therefore, commercial horse stables, as with other unlisted uses, 
are by default a permitted use in industrial zones and are approved through a ministerial review. As 
a ministerial review, additional development conditions cannot be placed on these projects. While the 
County does have regulations for the individual keeping of horses as pets on residential and 
agricultural properties, these standards do not apply to commercial horse stables. 

Riding academies and stables, with the boarding of horses, are permitted in the A-1 zone with a 
Conditional Use Permit, and by-right in the A-2 Zone. However, no agricultural zones exist in the 
West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria CSD. As a by-right use, commercial horse stables in industrial 
zones are approved through a ministerial review, and only a limited number of development 
standards apply. Specifically, development standards for industrial zones are limited to requirements 
for outside storage and display, parking, and signage.

The West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria CSD provides additional development standards that are 
applicable to properties in industrial zones, but few of these development standards directly affect 
the establishment or operation of commercial horse stables. The one development standard in the 
CSD that applies to the establishment of a commercial horse stable is the requirement that all uses 
conducted outside of an enclosed structure and located within 500 feet of a residential zone are 
required to obtain a Conditional Use Permit. 
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The proposed amendment to the West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria CSD contains a definition of 
commercial horse stables, identifies zones where the use is permitted, and provides new site plan 
requirements and development standards for commercial horse stables in the CSD. Projects for 
commercial horse stables will continue to be reviewed through a ministerial process. To be 
approved, however, submittals for commercial horse stables must demonstrate that the proposed 
site can accommodate adequate areas for food storage, manure management, tack storage, water 
storage, and wash racks. In addition, the proposed ordinance requires that each facility provide and 
maintain a minimum horse stall size and access area, and include parking and recreation areas 
based on the number of horse stalls at the facility. The complete draft of the proposed amendment to 
the CSD is attached to this document. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The proposed ordinance promotes Goal 1 of the County’s Strategic Plan pertaining to “Operational 
Effectiveness” by establishing a clear set of guidelines and requirements that will improve the 
process of approving and regulating commercial horse stables in West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria 
Community. The proposed ordinance also promotes Goal 3 pertaining to “Integrated Service 
Delivery” by developing standards that can be used to promote and measure a facility’s development 
and compatibility with the surrounding community. The proposed ordinance promotes public health 
and safety and the County's vision for improving the quality of life in Los Angeles County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Implementation of the proposed ordinance will not result in any loss of revenue to the County or 
result in significant new costs to the Department of Regional Planning or other County departments. 
Adoption of this ordinance will not result in the need for additional departmental staffing.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

A public hearing is required pursuant to Section 22.16.200 of the County Code and Section 65856 of 
the Government Code. Required notice must be given pursuant to the procedures and requirements 
set forth in Section 22.60.174 of the County Code. These procedures exceed the minimum 
standards of Section 6061, 65090, and 65856 of the Government Code relating to notice of public 
hearing.
  
The Regional Planning Commission conducted a public hearing regarding the proposed ordinance 
on September 25, 2013. The Commission did not receive any comments from the public in response 
to the proposed ordinance. Staff previously received one phone call from a member of the public 
who was supportive of the proposed regulation. No other communication was received by staff. The 
Regional Planning Commission closed the hearing and recommended to the Board of Supervisors 
that they adopt the draft ordinance, amend Title 22 accordingly, and determine that the amendments 
are consistent with the goals and policies of the Los Angeles County General Plan. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The attached Initial Study disclosed that there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record 
before your Board, that the adoption of the proposed ordinance will have a significant effect on the 
environment. Therefore, a Negative Declaration was prepared in accordance with Section 15070 of 
the California Environmental Quality Act guidelines. 
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A copy of the proposed Negative Declaration was transmitted to the A.C Bilbrew County Library for 
public review. In addition, public notice was published in two newspapers of general circulation, La 
Opinion and the Los Angeles Sentinel, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092. Staff did 
not receive any comments during the public review period. 

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the proposed ordinance will not significantly impact County services.

RICHARD J. BRUCKNER

Director

Enclosures

c: Executive Office
Animal Care and Control
Chief Executive Office
County Counsel

Respectfully submitted,

RJB:DLS:TSS:ear
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